Onion Postharvest SCRI Conference Call – Socioeconomic Subgroup

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 

	Name
	Institution

	Changying “Charlie” Li
	UGA

	Kim Morgan
	MS State U.

	Rob Shewfelt
	UGA

	Joe Molnar
	Auburn


Attendance:
Plan of Work:

Joe Molnar

· Hiring student summer/fall 2010

· Needs to know when and where GA grower meetings are planned?

· Plans to conduct four focus groups of 8-12 onion industry members in Georgia most likely in Jan/Feb 2011

Kim Morgan

· Plans to conduct individual onion grower interviews in GA, CO, AZ, ID and NY summer/fall 2010 and spring 2011.
· Will identify four individuals in each state based on recommendations from Advisory Panel members for each location

Rob Shewfelt

· Plans to conduct expert panel (degree of sweet, pungent, bitter) summer 2010

· From this expert panel, will develop predictive model to rate these 3 attributes
· Consumer taste tests summer 2011 (GA welcome center?)

· Ask consumers how they feel about accepting “xray’d” onion versus non-xrayd (as opposed to asking them if they can detect a difference between xrayd/non-xrayd)

NOTES: 

Charlie will reach out to GA extension specialists to determine when and where onion meetings are happening and communicate this to group.

Second conference call scheduled for March 3rd at 9 am CST – same procedure as today.
