Onion Postharvest SCRI Conference Call – Engineering I Subgroup

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM (EDT).  Wednesday, September 15, 2010. 
Wimba conference call (201-549-7592; access code: 51358450). 
Attendance:
	Name
	Institution

	Changying “Charlie” Li
	UGA Tifton

	Ron Gitaitis
	UGA Tifton

	Gary Hawkins
	UGA Tifton

	Chi Thai 
	Absent

	Bill Tollner
	Absent 


Meeting Record:
Chi and Bill were not able to attend the meeting due to classes. The three participants mainly discussed the progress made in recent months. 

Charlie Li: 

· Presented a poster at the SCRI PD workshop in early August in Palm Desert, CA. 
· Received all interim report in late August and compiled the interim report. It should be posted on our website. 

· One MS student is working towards his thesis using the liquid crystal tunable filter for onion disease detection. He should have the defense by this Fall. 

· One visiting scholar is developing the line scan hyperspectral imaging system for onion disease detection.

· Registered the NARC meeting in Reno, NV. 

· Bill brought his student Sean McKeown to Tifton in late August. 

· Charlie is borrowing Chi’s gradient spectralon for system calibration.  

Ron Gitaitis:

· Submitted a couple of abstracts to the NARC.

· Former postdoc Claudia has settled in Utah State and should be able to provide pungent onions for our experimental use. 

· Has not received the storage data (drenching before storage treatment) from Dan Maclean.  

· Currently is working on preparing seeding of onions. 
Gary Hawkins

· The small anaerobic digestion system (9 L) and large system (5000 gallons) are maintained well. 

· Brought one graduate student on board for our SCRI project. 

· Discussed with Ron on the acidity issue in anaerobic digestion system. 

· New York Empire State Sweet onions are available in Blands. 

Prepared by 

Charlie Li,  9/21/2010
