Onion Postharvest SCRI Conference Call – Plant pathology and Horticulture Subgroup

Monday, May 24, 2010
	Name
	Institution

	Howard Schwartz
	Colorado State

	Krishna Morhan 
	U of Idaho

	Ron Gitaitis
	UGA

	Dan MacLean
	UGA

	Changying “Charlie” Li
	UGA


Attendance:
Agenda:

· Update from Georgia

· Work plan this year in Idaho and Colorado

· NARC meeting and PD workshop poster

· SCRI Project website

Ron: 

· Onion harvest in Georgia was done, but it was one month behind the schedule due to cold weather. 

· Crop rotation study: to suppress sour skin by rotating several different crops. Hope to get good data in year 3. Corn seems to exacerbate the sour skin from the preliminary data. 
· Postharvest analysis using the zNose: to characterize volatile profiles of pathogens (Botrytis neck rot, sour skin, and several others).  A graduate student is working on this project during the past few months. She is still collecting data. 
· Drenching treatment: working with a chemical company to test four chemical compounds (Luna, Pristine, Scala, and Kocide 3000). Drench onions before they were sent to driers. Onion diseases tested were Botrytis and sour skin.  

· Preharvest treatment: the goal is to test whether chemicals can form a barrier in the wounds (neck) when the chemicals were sprayed on open wounds immediately after onions were clipped. 
Dan: 

· Working with Ron and an entomologist on a pre-harvest trial: to spray (fungicide, pesticide, bactericide) one month before harvest; spray two times and evaluate the onions (Botrytis and sour skin) after a few months in storage. 

· Evaluate SO2 fumigation on reducing Botrytis. It worked well last year. 

· Evaluate ozone effect in inhibiting postharvest diseases. 

· Results of these tests will be available and shared by August or September. 

· Traditional curing was evaluated as a factor in the SO2 trial, but not as an independent experiment.  
· No ClO2 treatment because it is too corrosive and damaging to the equipment and room. In addition, it only works for sour skin, not for Botrytis. 
· A MS student is working on this project. 

Howard: 

· One month behind the schedule due to cold weather.

· Would be interested in late season treatment and drenching treatments and test them in Colorado; 

Krishna: 

· Would work on late season treatment and drenching treatment, similar to Howard, in a smaller scale compared to Georgia’s trials. 

· Has tried different fungicide and they did not work for 6 years. 

Charlie: 

· Would like to get some onions from Colorado and Idaho by their harvest season. 100 onions from each location should suffice.  

Krishna asked Charlie to comment on survey instrument circulating by Dr. Kim Morgan.
Ron: 

· Claudia (our collaborator) is moving from U of Arizona to U of Utah. She could be a good collaborator to Howard.

Howard’s update on NARC meeting this year
· The NARC meeting will be held in Reno, NV, on December 8-10, 2010.  PDs of each funded onion SCRI will give an update of the project. 

· Ron, Dan, and Charlie would like to go and present some data in this meeting. 

· A room could be reserved and be used for SCRI project meeting.

· More information will be available in June on the website. 

Charlie updated the PD workshop in early August in California. He will ask PIs of this project to contribute preliminary data in early July for the poster which will be presented in the PD workshop.

SCRI project website

· Due to Howard’s leadership, our project website was setup at: www.alliumnet.com
Charlie will send the meeting minutes to Howard for uploading.  

Regular meeting scheduled 

· Next meeting is scheduled at 4 PM EDT on August 25 (W), 2010. 

Follow up: Charlie will check the problem with the Wimba system for Dan and Krishna.

